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Maximilian Kolbe 
When Germany occupied Poland during WWII, a priest, Father Maximilian Kolbe, 

SP3RN, was arrested by the Germans because they believed he was involved with 

espionage in the use of his ham station. He was taken to Auschwitz in 1941 and 

when 10 prisoners escaped from there, the Germans ordered that 10 prisoners be 

killed in retribution. Kolbe volunteered to take the place of one of the men 

condemned by the Germans. In 1982, Pope John Paul II canonized him as a saint, an apostle 

of consecration to Mary, and he was declared a martyr of charity. Today, Saint Maximilian 

Kolbe is considered the patron saint of hams worldwide. 
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